Message

From:
Sent:
To:

CcC:
Subject:

Nesci, Kimberly [Nesci.Kimberly@epa.gov]

4/9/2021 1:53:00 PM

Aubee, Catherine [Aubee.Catherine@epa.gov]; Anderson, Brian [Anderson.Brian@epa.gov]
Matuszko, Jan [Matuszko.Jan@epa.gov]; McFarley, Heather [McFarley.Heather@epa.gov]
RE: Request from OW regarding PFAS packaging information

Good call, Catherine.

From: Aubee, Catherine <Aubee.Catherine@epa.gov>

Sent: Friday, April 8, 2021 9:48 AM

To: Anderson, Brian <Anderson.Brian@epa.gov>

Cc: Nesci, Kimberly <Nesci.Kimberly@epa.gov>; Matuszko, Jan <Matuszko.Jan@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Request from OW regarding PFAS packaging information

Hi Brian
ESA ang

Best,

—will you or someone else from EFED be available for the call with OW this morning at 10:30AM? There is an
le.

Catherine

From: Durant, Chelsea <durant.chelsea@epa.gov>

Sent: Monday, March 29, 2021 10:52 AM

To: McFarley, Heather <McFarley. Heather@epa.gov>

Subject: FW: ESA - FW: From Greenwire -- CHEMICALS: Common mosquito pesticide packed with PFAS

Good Morning Heather,

We recently received the below article and message from our NMFS representative. | know this is an
ongoing area of study, but was wondering whether OPP had any information on PFAS showing up in
common mosquito pesticide packaging that we could consider using during ESA consultation on the
PGP?

Chelsea Durant

Water Permits Division

Office of Wastewater Management
US Environmental Protection Agency
202.564.2290
durant.chelsea@ena.gov

From: pat.shaw-allen <email this@eenews.net>

Sent: Monday, March 29, 2021 7:12 AM

To: Chan, Jennifer <Chan.lennifer@epa.gov>

Subject: From Greenwire -- CHEMICALS: Common mosquito pesticide packed with PFAS

This Greenwire story was sent to you by: pat.shaw-allen@noaa.gov

Personal message: The NMFS' opinion will need to acknowledge this. If you have anything you would like
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me to include/consider, please send along.

Best

%
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Common mosquito pesticide packed with PFAS

E.4, Crunden and Ariel Wiltenberg, E&E News reporters
Published: Friday, March 26, 2021
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Tasting found par- and pobrfluoroaliyl substances in 2 pesticide used for mosnuitn contral. Ja
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A pesticide widely used for mosquito control in Maryland and other states contains so-called forever
chemicals — including a notorious compound phased out of U.S. production years ago due to
health concerns — according to recent test results.

Testing ordered by Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER) and the Maryland
Pesticide Education Network (MPEN) found per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances in Permanone 30-
30, an insecticide used by the Maryland Department of Agriculture (MDA) in its mosquito control
efforts. The results come just weeks before the state is scheduled to begin its annual mosquito
control spraying of 2,100 communities in 16 counties.

"It's alarming,” MPEN Executive Director Ruth Berlin said, adding that if the insecticide is used in
mosquito control efforts next month, it could result in PFAS contamination in the Chesapeake Bay,
where the compounds could imperil fish and other aquatic life. "We feel MDA has to terminate its
use of this pesticide, and the use of it by private companies.”

Samples analyzed by the groups found 3,500 parts per trillion of PFOA, one of the most widely
researched PFAS. EPA's health advisory limit for PFOA in drinking water is 70 ppt, and PFOA is no
longer manufactured nationwide due to concern over its links to health effects like cancer and
weakened immune systems.

The samples also revealed 630 ppt of HFPO-DA, part of the chemical process used in GenX, which
has been linked to similar health issues as PFOA and sparked significant litigation in states like
North Carolina.

PEER and MPEN yesterday sent their test results to EPA, MDA and the Maryland Department of
the Environment in letters reviewed by E&E News. They requested that the state immediately stop
using Permanone and test other pesticides it plans to use in mosquito control efforts this spring. The
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groups also asked federal regulators to conduct their own testing of the pesticide and require
manufacturers to test for PFAS before bringing new chemicals to market.

But Permanone, made by Bayer CropScience LLC, is not the only pesticide that has been
contaminated with PFAS. Testing first reported by E&E News earlier this month found the chemicals
in multiple common pesticides (Greenwire, March 5).

PEER has led much of the initial testing on various pesticides, and the group first called attention to
the issue last December, highlighting the presence of PFAS in Anvil 10+10, an insecticide
previously in wide use in states like Massachusetts. Follow-up testing on Anvil shared by EPA
confirmed the presence of PFAS in that product.

"These chemicals are not supposed to be in this insecticide," PEER Executive Director Tim
Whitehouse said. "EPA is failing in its job to protect public health and the environment and needs to
immediately test all pesticides for the presence of PFAS."

Bayer redirected comment to CropLife America (CLA), stating that the issue is an "industry-wide
topic" and that Bayer is still reviewing broader guidance from EPA. CLA, a trade association
representing pesticide manufacturers, shared a statement from another association, Responsible
Industry for a Sound Environment.

"The science is still developing within EPA to determine what is occurring, including refining testing
methods," said RISE President Megan Provost. "PFAS chemistry is not an active or inert ingredient
in any pesticide formulation.”

Provost said RISE is continuing to work with EPA on issues around PFAS in pesticides.
Possible sources
EPA has largely linked the presence of PFAS in pesticides to fluorination of the containers holding

the products. More specifically, the agency has scrutinized fluorinated coating applied to those
containers, which helps repel dust, water and other substances.

l<image003.jpg>|

The agency's investigations into the issue have
largely centered on fluorinated high-density
polyethylene (HDPE) barrels used to transport
Anvil. The agency found eight different pesticides in those barrels and pushed back on suggestions
that manufacturers could be purposely adding PFAS to their products as “inert” ingredients to make
the pesticides more efficient.

Parmanong 30-30 s used for mosquito control

Earlier this month, EPA indicated it was looking into different types of fluorinated containers more
broadly and would present the findings "as expeditiously as possible." EPA said it will review the
Permanone test results "as part of the agency's ongoing efforts to investigate PFAS contamination”
involving pesticides.
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"The agency is encouraging the pesticide industry to explore alternative packaging options, like
steel drums or non-fluorinated HDPE," an EPA spokesperson shared in an email, adding that the
agency has started broader testing of different brands of fluorinated containers to determine
whether they contain or leach PFAS "to learn the conditions affecting leaching.”

"EPA understands the need to provide guidance to states, tribes and other users as they prepare to
purchase mosquito control products for 2021 and will provide more information as it continues its
investigation,” the spokesperson said.

It is unclear whether fluorinated packaging could explain the high PFAS levels found in Permanone,
which was packaged in metal containers.

MDA spokesperson Jason Schellhardt said the department is still reviewing the Permanone testing
and did not respond when asked whether it slill plans to use the pesticide for mosquito spraying this

spring.

But he appeared to draw a distinction between Permanone and EPA's investigation, noting that the
pesticides used by the department are packaged in metal containers.

"Early findings from the EPA suggest that PFAS levels found in pesticides are related to plastic
containers,” he wrote in an email.

Asked about the possibility that the metal containers could also be fluorinated and leaching PFAS,
Schellhardt said, "We would defer to EPA on that and we are standing by for further guidance from
them."

Advocates have argued that a lack of transparency around inert ingredients has left the public in the
dark regarding the chemicals in the products they buy. Some are skeptical that such high amounts
and different types of PFAS could be found across so many different pesticides without intentional
chemical additions. Another possible source is legacy contamination, potentially from testing
devices.

The EPA spokesperson said that pesticides registered with the agency, and those pending
registration, "do not have chemical structures — or physical chemical properties” that are
comparable to a number of specific PFAS compounds, including PFOA and GenX.

Regardless of how the PFAS got into the pesticides, Berlin said EPA should be taking the test
results seriously.

"Whether the contamination is coming from intentional inclusion of PFAS in the pesticides or if it's,
as EPA has suggested, from contamination from the containers, either way, it's contaminated,” she
said. "No pesticide should be used in our state without making sure it does not include these
chemicals."

Want to read mors storfes like this?
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Click here to request a trial to E&E -- the best way to track policy and markets.

Greenwire is written and produced by E&E News, which is staffed by a dedicated reporting team within

the POLITICO newsroom. It's the one-stop source for those who need to stay on top of all of today's major energy
and environmental action with an average of more than 20 stories a day. Greenwire covers a complete spectrum of
issues, from energy policy to Clean Air Act litigation to public lands management. Greenwire publishes daily by 1:30

p.m.

E&E News

1000 Wilson Bivd, 8th Floor, Arlington, VA 22209

Phone: 202-628-6500
Www. eenews.net
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